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Program Philosophy

The Bernards Township Social Studies program is 
committed to guiding students in the acquisition of 
knowledge, skills and habits of mind that will 
enable the students to interpret and analyze the 
society in which they live and will inspire in 
students a desire to become thoughtful, reasoned 
and active participants in their communities.

– Integrate social studies skill development with 
emphasis on critical thinking, research, and 
geography skills.

– Examine value conflicts throughout social studies 
program.



Ridge High School

Social Studies Course Sequence School Year 18-19
Required Program

*See Program of Studies for course  prerequisite information 



Ridge High School
School Year 17-18

Elective Program

*See Program of Studies for course 
pre-requisite information 

*See Program of Studies for course 
pre-requisite information 

Full-Year Electives

AP Economics/Personal Finance (11, 12)
AP European History (10-12)

AP Human Geography (10-12)
AP Psychology (11, 12)

AP United States History (11, 12)
Current Issues in Contemporary America* 

(12)

Semester Electives

(Some offered only every other year; see chart
on next slide)

Ethics: What’s the Right Thing to Do? (10-12)
Genocide and Human Behavior (11, 12)

History of the Middle East (11, 12)
Human Geography (10-12)

Human Rights (10-12)
Psychology (11, 12)

U.S. History through Film (11, 12)

*CP Current Issues and Honors Current Issues are offered concurrently. See course description for more information.



**The semester electives in social studies are undergoing a multi-year revision.  Select 

courses will run every other year, alternating to provide students greater choices over 

the course of their high school career, while some courses will also be phased out. You 

can find descriptions of the new courses in the Program of Studies to allow students to 

preview and allow them to plan ahead.   The courses will alternate as follows:

SY 2018-19 SY 2019-20 SY 2020-21 SY 2021-22

CP Psychology CP Psychology CP Psychology CP Psychology

Human Geography Human Geography Human Geography Human Geography

Ethics: What’s the 
Right Thing To do?

Ethics: What’s the 
Right Thing To do?

Ethics: What’s the 
Right Thing To do?

Ethics: What’s the 
Right Thing To do?

Genocide and 
Human Behavior

Human Rights
Genocide and 
Human Behavior

Human Rights

U.S. History 
Through Film

History of the 
Middle East

U.S. History 
Through Film

History of the 
Middle East



What do we study in Global 
History 2?

• Renaissance and Reformation
• Exploration and Global Interaction
• Absolutism, Scientific Revolution and 

Enlightenment**
• French Revolution and the Emergence of 

Nationalism
• Industrialization and Imperialism (19th Century)***
• The Great War and the Russian Revolution
• The Rise of Totalitarianism and World War II
• The Cold War
• Decolonization and the Struggle for Democracy
• Global Interdependence and the World Today



What’s Right For Me?
Same topic-Imperialism:  different levels of 
outside work and analysis required

GH – CP Imperialism Project

• Group Project

• Research is mostly done in 
class

• Create an informative  group 
presentation

• Required to report on the 
benefits/damages to both the 
colony and the imperial 
power

GH – H – Imperialism Project

• Group Project

• Research is mostly done 
outside of class

• Create a mock trial in which 
the imperial power is 
interrogated

• Trial examines the 
benefits/damages to both the 
colony and the imperial 
power



– Satisfy 9th grade 
Social Studies 
requirement

– Scope and Sequence 
Content objectives  

– Emphasize world 
history as it relates to 
understanding the 
world we 
live in

GH - HGH - CP

Overview
-Weighted credit
-Independent work 

required
-Assumes that the 

student has an 
interest in the 
material

Pre-requisite for 10th 
grade AP

Projects
-Large Scale
-Learn material not 

covered in class
-No class time
Assessments
-Quizzes for content 

knowledge
-Tests for critical   

thinking

Overview
-No weighted credit
-Some independent 

work required
-Can move to honors 

next year with A-
-Teacher understands 

that not everyone 
loves history

Projects
-Small scale
-Reinforce material 

covered in class
-Class time
Assessments
-Demonstrate content 

knowledge + some 
critical thinking



What’s the difference between 
Honors and College Preparatory?

• Honors is more rigorous than College Preparatory

• More rigorous HW assignments 

• Projects done at home as homework, too

• Requires more independence and time management 
skills

• Greater emphasis on critical thinking in Honors 

• CP Assessment:  Identify 1 similarity and 2 differences 
between Honors and College Prep World History

• Honors Assessment:  Are Honors and College Prep Global 
History fundamentally more similar or different?



What’s Right For Me?

• Do you enjoy reading and writing?
• Are you an independent thinker?
• Are you curious about history and its impact on society?
• Are you self-motivated and able to work independently?
• Am I interested in taking an AP course in 10th grade?
• Other considerations:

– Age and maturity
– Level at which other classes are taken and other time 

commitments (sports, clubs)
– How much time do you want to spend learning and thinking 

about history?
– How burdensome is the work?



If you have questions, contact:

• Your Current Social Studies teacher

• Your Guidance Counselor

• Social Studies Supervisor, Kristin Fox

kfox@bernardsboe.com

908-204-2585 ext 161

Social Studies Oncourse page 
➢www.bernardsboe.com

➢Administration-Departments

mailto:kfox@bernardsboe.com
http://www.bernardsboe.com/

